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D The junior Minimal English Tests as Prediction Tests for the STEP Tests
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i (IFK%) Jessica Dunton (SeDoMoCha Elementary School)
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The junior high school version of the Minimal English Test GMET) originated from the Minimal
English Test (MET) created by Maki et al. (2003), which was designed to measure university
freshmen’s English proficiency within a short period of time. Maki et al. (2011) created the JMET(H)
based on New Horizon English Courses 1-3 widely used in junior high schools in Japan, and found
strong correlations between the scores on the JMET(H) and (i) the total scores on the Term Tests and
(i1) the total scores on the Achievement Tests, for the 8th and 9th graders. Maki et al. (2012) created
another version of the JMET jMET(C) based on New Crown English Series 1-3, and found strong
correlations between the scores on the JMET(C) and (i) the total scores on the Term Tests and (ii) the
total scores on the Achievement Tests, for the 8th and 9th graders.

In this research, we used the two types of the JMETSs, and investigated whether they will be
able to function as prediction tests for the tests provided by the Society for Testing English
Proficiency (STEP). The STEP tests are one of the most widely used English proficiency tests for EFL
learners in Japan. We conducted a survey in December 2012. A total of 197 Japanese junior high
school students, who were learning English as a foreign language (ratio of female:male 110:87, age
range 13 years 8 months to 15 years 9 months, and average age 14.20 years), participated in this
study. We conducted a regression analysis on the collected data, and found (i) that there was a
statistically significant relatively strong correlation between the scores on the jJMET(H) and the
grades of the STEP tests (n=197, r=.64, p&lt;.001), and (ii) that there was a statistically significant
relatively strong correlation between the scores on the jJMET(C) and the grades of the STEP tests
(n=197, r=.64, p&lt;.001). Therefore, JMETS can function as prediction tests for the STEP tests, and

the applicants for the tests now become able to know in advance which level they should try.

® A Practice in the Classroom: How to Get Learners to Recognize Cognitive Motivation of
Constructions.
SHPER (BB TIIRFMIEF Ehamhn)

When we learn English as a foreign language, we should bear these three principles in mind.

1) English cannot necessarily be translated exactly into Japanese, and translations can often
even lead to misunderstandings.

2) Leaning grammar is an inevitable requirement when learning English as a foreign language,
but the qualities of grammar for learning should fundamentally be different from those of the
traditional grammar which has long been employed in middle and high schools. 3) Language has

both ‘arbitrary’ and ‘motivated’ aspects. Since any grammatical explanation is just a guide,



explaining all the language expressions clearly is not possible. However, knowing
partially-motivated aspects of a language will certainly help learners to improve their English
proficiency.

Based on the concepts given above, I have been presenting “Image English Grammar for Better
Communication” for the past some 15 years in my classes. When we learn English as a foreign
language, the three-stage process of “input, intake, and output” is inevitable (Kanatani 2013). This
idea indicates that the first thing learners should do in learning English is listening to and reading
as much English as possible and try to memorize some of the useful expressions consciously or
subconsciously. However, it may be difficult for some learners to memorize English expressions
without knowing why certain expressions mean certain things. The concepts of Cognitive Linguistics
will be of much assistance in this regard. In Cognitive Linguistics, constructions are defined as
symbolic structures (pairings) of forms and their meanings. Thus, we have constructions of different
sizes (prefixes, suffixes, words, sentences) and abstractions (specific expressions, lower-level
schemas, higher-lever schemas) as language knowledge, and these constructions basically have
meanings. Giving learners some information regarding the form-and-meaning symbolic structure
may enhance their learning processes. In today’s presentation, I'm going to introduce a few examples
that I have been practicing in my classes in order to get learners recognize cognitive motivation of
constructions. (1) “I'm between Xs” construction, (e.g. I'm between jobs.) (2) Why we say, “Business is

slow.” when business is shrinking. (3) The meaning of past form.

@ Teaching/Learning English in English (TLEIE): Teachers’ Scaffolding
HIHRgESE ((C3R%)

In this presentation, we observe the teacher's "scaffolding" in three SHS English classes in
order to assess the effectiveness of teaching/learning English in English.

Yamada (2011) discussed that in English class where English is the main language of
instruction, teachers will need to give students both linguistic and affective support. Linguistic
support will include (1) use of topics that students have enough background knowledge about, (2) use
of the language that students already know and the language slightly higher than their current level,
(3) simplification of the language that is beyond their language level by way of paraphrasing, (4)
provision of background information to activate students’ schema when using topics unfamiliar to
students, (5) provision of planning time before speaking, (6) use of glossary, (7) instruction of useful
expressions for discussion, speaking, and (8) instruction in and encouragement of the use of
communication strategies. Affective support will include (1) use of topics that students are interested
in and like, (2) use of intrinsically motivating materials and tasks, (3) kind guidance and facilitation
of activities, and (4) encouragement in the form of praising students’ efforts to produce the language,
and contribution to class.

The main characteristics of these three TLEIE classes observed here are that the teachers

listen to individual students’ speech very carefully, that the teachers repeat and reword the phrases



students and they themselves use and make sure students are following them, and that the classes
are structured step by step to achieve the class goals. I will show how the teachers’ scaffolding is
done and its effect on students’ activities using the transcription of the teachers’ and students’

dialogues.

@ Input or output?: Considering the effects on the development of WTC
HED (BT PR RES CRBEHE KT
ABrBssE (BB TRERSE)

High school English teachers are supposed to have started teaching English mainly in English
(TEE) since April, but many are still skeptical of the effects of TEE on learning. TEE is theoretically
very effective in that teachers can provide a lot of novel, comprehensible, and easy-to-guess input
necessary for language learning. However, in practice, this input-rich environment does not
necessarily guarantee output opportunities for learners to sufficiently exercise their language
knowledge. When exploring the relationship between input and output, it is important to consider
the influences of input and output on both language learning and language use. Two studies (Sato &
Koga, 2012; Koga & Sato, 2013) examined and compared the effects of the provision of input and
output opportunities on three communication variables: willingness to communicate (WTC),
communication apprehension, and perceived communication competence. These studies concluded
that it is not pushed output, but teachers’ use of English that significantly contributed to the
development of learners’ WT'C. Furthermore, it is not students, but teachers who should first initiate
communication in English. These conclusions are, however, still open to discussion. In this
presentation, the three presenters will revisit the findings of these studies and discuss the results
and interpretations of the studeis. The input-output relationship will be examined with respect to
the teachers’ and students’ practical and instructional standpoints in search of the ideal balance
between input and output in TEE. In addition, one presenter will introduce a small survey that
investigated which language students were more willing to use (either Japanese or English) when
they were required to give presentations in small groups. Two different classroom environments
were compared: one with the language of instruction primarily being English, and in the other,
primarily Japanese. We will also demonstrate the importance of copious amounts of high quality
input through interaction, and the necessity of acquiring explicit knowledge that may change into
implicit knowledge. Finally, the presentation will hopefully end with some practical pedagogical
implications made through interaction between the presenters and the audience. We welcome all

opinions which will lead to a heated discussion.

® Do others communicate? FLT in Japan & England compared
Fraser Sue (fR&ZFFEKRT)
As Communicative Language Teaching is considered a Western methodology, there is a

commonly held belief among Japanese teachers and learners of English that foreign languages (FLs)



are taught more communicatively, and therefore more successfully, in other countries than in Japan
with its examination-focused education system.
What is the reality?

Replicating research into teaching styles, learner motivation and learning outcomes in English
education in senior high schools in Japan (Fraser, 2010), this study examines Modern Foreign
Language education in England, through interviews with teachers, and surveys into learner
attitudes and expectations. Observation of French and German lessons was also undertaken to
provide empirical evidence of interaction patterns, range of activities, and distribution of L.1/L2 use
in class. Comparisons are drawn between methodology, materials, and learner and teacher
perceptions of FLT in England and Japan, and factors influencing classroom practice are discussed.

Findings challenge the above preconception by illustrating similarities in attitudes among
learners to studying and using FLs, and in obstacles facing language teachers in both settings. In
particular, the content and implementation of FL. education are affected in both learning contexts by
the pressures of assessment, and as a result opportunities to focus on communication are
underexploited, even in England where class size is much smaller. Major differences from Japan
include areas such as the training of FL teachers and the low FL uptake in upper secondary schools
in England, where these subjects are no longer obligatory, despite the interest expressed by the
learners surveyed in foreign languages and cultures.

The extent to which a communicative approach to FL teaching is being implemented in these
two educational settings is assessed. Conclusions based on the findings of these cases studies are
then reached on expectations, benefits and drawbacks of the systems, and suggestions are made on
what each context can learn from the other.

Reference:

Fraser, S. (2010) ‘Different Courses, Different Outcomes? A comparative study of Communicative
Competence in English Language learners following ‘Academic’ and ‘International Understanding’
courses at High Schools in Japan. Doctoral thesis. School of Education, University of Durham (UK)
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/294/1SFraser.pdf

® Writing for academic publication in Japan: Two case studies
Muller Theron (& IR EAEFEAH FAEHE)

This presentation uses a case study investigation to describe the experiences of two language
teachers based in Japan pursuing academic publication. Both participants are relatively new to
writing for academic publication, one is a Japanese teacher of Japanese and the other is an
expatriate teacher of English. Issues explored include why they are interested in writing for
academic publication, where they are trying to publish and why, and the intended audience of their
published work. Data collected include semi-structured interviews, collection of text histories, and
examination of “talk around texts” (Lillis & Curry, 2010, p. 43). How these two teachers’ experiences

relate to the literature on writing for academic publication will be examined. Findings of interest



include the fact that these participants do not cite pressure to publish as a main motivation behind
their writing for academic publication and they see their intended audience as fellow language
teachers rather than international researchers in their respective areas of interest. Challenges these
language teachers face in their pursuit of academic publication will also be considered, including
issues of access, choice of language of publication, and agency in their interactions with literacy
brokers.

Lillis, T., & Curry, M. J. (2010). Academic writing in a global context: The politics and practices of
publishing in English. London: Routledge.

@ Better Understanding of American Culture: By Focusing on Speeches Delivered by President
Barack Obama
AR (e e DR S I v S )

This study examines why President Obama’s Speeches are appropriate to introduce American
culture to non-native learners. It focuses on unique elements in Obama’s speeches, consisting of two
major parts: classic American values handed down from generation to generation and President
Obama’s own new perspective in a new era. This study focuses on some of Obama’s most momentous
speeches. President Obama won the Nobel Peace Prize in October, 2009, signifying that it is
worthwhile for me, an English teacher, to listen to the American voices and American values present
in his speeches and to analyze how he wants the world to evolve. The Japanese Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology’s Course of Study (MEXT, 2010) states in its
overall objectives that “deepening their [students’] understanding of language and culture” should be
achieved. Therefore, special attention is paid to the close connection between language and culture in
line with Robert Politzer’s view on linguistics and language teaching that teaching culture is
imperative for teaching language. This premise underpins this study; language should be taught

with culture.

Developmental Processes of L2 Production Skills: A Quantitative Analysis of Learner Corpus
Focusing on Objective Task Difficulty Ratings and Cognitive Demands
AR (A BERERERA) BN (4B RFERF )

This study investigated the developmental processes of L2 learners' written production skills
through a qualitative analysis of NICE (Nagoya Interlanguage Corpus of English), a learner corpus.
In particular, the present study focused on learners' objective task difficulty ratings as a measure of
their cognitive demands in the writing tasks. Studies on automatization (e.g., DeKeyser, 2001;
Segalowitz & Segalowitz, 1993) maintain that less proficient L2 learners' language production
requires more effort because of the limited processing capacities of their working memory that arise
from their limited language skills. Meanwhile, highly proficient learners may show relative
independence from the cognitive demands on their capacity unlike less proficient ones. From this

perspective, the present study attempted to reveal learners’ incremental progress on their



independence from cognitive demands in each aspect of performance, namely, complexity and
fluency in L2 written production.

NICE, the source of learner data, is a written corpus of Japanese university students (N = 342)
who studied English as a foreign language. From the corpus, we extracted TWE scores as a measure
of writing proficiency, and task difficulty ratings as a measure of the cognitive demands during their
task engagements. Also, we included multiple indices for the complexity and fluency of their
productions. These data were mainly analyzed by factor analysis and correlation analysis, by the
group comparisons design across their proficiency.

The result showed: (1) for the low proficiency group, the difficulty ratings were negatively
correlated with their fluency scores. (2) The middle proficiency group showed difficulty ratings
negatively correlated with their syntactic and lexical complexity scores. (3) In the case of the high
proficiency group, their difficulty ratings didn't show any significant correlation with the
performance measures. Theoretical perspectives on automatization, L2 developmental processes,
and some of the possible pedagogical implications for Japanese EFL learners' occasions are

discussed.
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® A Study on the Effectiveness of Dictation in Improving English Listening Ability of Japanese
High School Students
KIRFEFN (Ui [ S A )

The research primarily focuses on the effect of dictation on listening competence. Importance of
listening has been growing both in the curriculum guidelines of Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science, and Technology (MEXT) and in the history of exams for high schools or universities
and colleges admissions. In an ever more globalized society in the future, listening skills will
certainly play a more important role. Considering the fact that the average score of the Japanese for
listening in the TOEFL iBT test has always been the lowest among the OECD countries, coupled
with the demand that high school English classes be conducted in English, which would necessitate
students to listen to English, a method of improving listening skills suitable for Japanese learners
should urgently be developed.

How can listening skills be effectively developed? Discussion moves on to some of the properties
unique to listening and what kind of competence is necessary for listening, especially the kind
Japanese learners are most lacking in. There are two stages in the listening process; in the first
stage a listener perceives the sound and converts it into the forms and in the second he translates the
forms into meaning. What the Japanese learners in general find most difficult is in the first stage. In
other words, they find it most difficult to recognize the forms of the sounds they have just perceived,
to recognize the words spoken, to deal with sound changes, and to fill in the missing information by
guesswork from the context and other cues, called in this research, predictive competence. To deal
with such difficulties, dictation is a most effective way among other listening training techniques
partly because dictation is effective in combining sound images with written ones and also because it
nurtures predictive competence in listening.

An experiment was conducted to examine whether dictation is really effective in improving



Japanese learners’ listening competence, using high school students as participants. The result was
fairly positive and many of the participants’ comments implied dictation was effective in improving

comprehensive listening skills.
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Using 3D anime to promote schematization of language structure in elementary school: focusing
on prepositions
Gildea Steve (A U~ v 27 K5) HAEET (RICEERT)

The "3D Anime: Basic Prepositions" curriculum is being developed for Japanese Elementary
School English classes where sounds are taught preceding teaching the alphabet. It should give
children the ability to internalize the meanings of prepositions and the ability to schematize the core
structure of the "language slot" proposed in the Usage-based Model approach. This learning process
is defined as “Item-based learning” (Tomasello, 2003). For instance, the word "of' can be used for
"being part of X" and the word "over" for "to cover X completely." Schematization, promoted by 3D
anime, may stimulate L2 learners' concept mapping and metalinguistic abilities.

We selected "20 basic prepositions" based on Corpus (BNC) and expressed the core images

using 3D animation. These prepositions were illustrated using characters and objects in an



environment familiar to children, the kitchen. 3D animation was chosen because it easily illustrates
abstract concepts that involve motion and spacial context. The spoken language is embedded in the
art form rather than being an external component.

The technology allows a certain economy over other animation forms; props can be used
repeatedly in different presentations. An animator can produce many minutes of animation in a
reasonable period of time compared to other more laborious animation techniques.

The data were collected in a public pilot school 5th grade class. It measures the extent of successful
student concept mapping. Details concerning the animation and the data will be presented. We

hope you enjoy the animation.
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